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 There is no doubt that the longer we walk with the Lord the more we grasp what this statement really means: “Jesus is my 
everything!” It’s sort of like loving your spouse. When you are first married you experience love at a certain level and in a certain 
way. While the emotions may be incredibly strong, over time those emotions are replaced with deep feelings. Those deep feelings 
are more than the excitement of a new relationship. They spring out of respect, appreciation, and shared values. The more you expe-
rience the good things your mate brings to your marriage the more you appreciate him or her! I love it when I see qualities in Brenda 
that I had not seen or appreciated before. If you’re fortunate enough to be in a deeply loving relationship you appreciate the other 
person more with every passing year! Just like the value for our spouse grows as we experience more of the benefits of the relation-
ship, likewise, our love, i.e., value for Jesus grows the longer we walk with Him and grow in the knowledge of who He really is! 
     This is why the tenses of words in the Greek New Testament like “renew,” “repent” and “confess” - words that have to do with 
our growing knowledge of the Lord Jesus - describe our journey as a constant progressive revelation. If we are in fellowship with 
Him, reading His Word, meditating on what we read, and listening to His voice, we will continue to discover more about what we 
have in Him! That leads us to change our minds (repent) and expand our concept of what we have in Him.  It causes us to enlarge 
our confession (say the same thing) about who we are in Him.  In other words, as long as we are growing in our knowledge of Him, 
we will continually see and grasp more of what was provided for us through His death, burial, and resurrection. This means we will 
be continually putting on more of what we have and who we are in Jesus while putting off anything that prohibits us from experienc-
ing the fullness of Christ. It is the very fact that we will never reach an end to the goodness of God that keeps this relationship ever-
growing and ever-fresh. 
     The apostle Peter tells us that we have everything that pertains to life and godliness through the knowledge of him that has called 
us. Although we have it all we grow in our experience of it. When the Bible talks about growing in knowledge this is far more than 
mere information. I love the Greek word for knowledge. This is a word that implies that we should experience something with every 
sensory capacity that we have as human beings. Knowing the information about the new birth doesn’t make you born again. Having 
the knowledge, believing, and experiencing the knowledge is what makes it vital to our life. It’s the same with healing, prosperity, 
peace, joy, or any truth. Until we experience it, it is only information! It is this experiential knowledge of God that causes our life to 
transform continuously. It is this experiential knowledge of God that brings us into the abundant life that Jesus came to give us. 
     The fact that we have everything that pertains to life and godliness, and the fact that we should be continually growing in our 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ is a paradox that many people fail to grasp. This means that while I have it all I may not be expe-
riencing it all. The legalist would say that you experience it all by obeying the rules. The mystic would say you have it all and you 
just need to realize you have. But the apostles taught that we have it all, and through fellowship with him, i.e., personal experience, 
we see, grasp, and experience what we have been freely given. The apostles presented the reality that this is a relationship and, like 
any relationship, its depths are experienced through intimate, personal involvement. 

JESUS: 
My Everything! 

By Jim Richards 
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     The Bible provides the perfect scenario for us to grasp, see, and fully compre-
hend the realities of life in Christ. When Jesus came as a man He modeled what it 
would look like if we were, in fact, walking with God and filled with grace. John 
said, And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the 
glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:14) 
Those of us who embrace the grace of God can look at the life of Jesus and know, 
if I am yielding to grace this is what my life should look like! 
     Acts 10:38-39 says, God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 
with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the 
devil, for God was with Him. He modeled what it would look like if we brought 
miracles and healing to the world by the same Spirit that is in us. He modeled every 
aspect of interaction with the religious world, the lost world, and the hurting world. 
He showed us how to relate to sinners. He showed us what righteousness looks like in the flesh! If the doctrine we embrace doesn’t 
lead us to live more like Jesus either the doctrine is false or our interpretation of it is incorrect.  
     The Epistles give us an incredible amount of information about what we have in Jesus as a result of His death, burial, and resurrec-
tion. This is where we look to understand who we are in relationship to God. We are hidden in Christ. We are seated with Him in 
heavenly places. Everything about who we are is defined by who He is because we are in Him! But it is the life of Jesus that models 
what it should look like! It would be very easy to twist the truth about what we have in Jesus into some religious, legalistic, or mysti-
cal model if it weren’t for the fact that God became man and showed us how it should look!  That was one of the many problems 
with the application of truth until Jesus came. Prior to that man could take any truth of God and create his own delusional, self-
serving way to express it! When Jesus came we finally had a Model. Now we can look at the man, Jesus, and know exactly what we 
should look like as a man filled with the Holy Spirit and power. 
     So we have the Gospels that show the model of a man walking with God. We have the Epistles that become the basis for our faith 
in the resurrected Lord Jesus Christ. And we have the finished work of the cross that shows us every benefit of being in Christ. We 
have three incredibly reliable sources whereby we can see and understand our life in Christ. And then last of all, we have the Holy 
Spirit who is going to lead us, guide us, and empower us to live this life. It seems it should be impossible to be confused about what 
our life in Christ should look like. But, it also seems that the Christian world has become religious and has looked to philosophy and 
tradition to understand Christianity rather than to the life of Christ. 
     As I have said so many times, God never called us “Christians.” The world called us Christians, but God calls us “believers” and 
“disciples.” As a believer I am immovable about the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus. As a believer I am immovable about the 
covenant that God made with the Lord Jesus Christ. As a believer I am immovable about the fact that because I am in Christ I share 
in His inheritance, I share in His calling, I share in all of His victories, and I share in His resurrection triumphing over death, Hell, 
sin, the grave, and the devil! As He is so am I! 
     In Col. 2:8-10, Paul gives this solemn warning: Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to 
the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ. For in Him dwells all the fullness of 
the Godhead bodily; and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power. People have a tendency to start 
with a philosophy, a personal opinion, or a religious tradition, and then seek to prove it through the Bible. As a result they actually 
become idolatrous; they bow down to an image of God that only exists in their mind.  
     When Jesus is our Lord and we are His disciples we look to Him as the beginning and the end, the first, the last, the author, and 
finisher of our faith. He is our everything! When we want to know anything about our faith He should be our Source. This is what it 
means to be a disciple! We follow Him, His teachings, and His example. Don’t allow anyone to cheat you by getting you to look to 
their philosophy of Christ and Christianity. Lay all things at the feet of Jesus. Study His life, His words, and His example! As we 
grow in Him we realize more and more of what He did to give us an incredible life, to show us how to live this life, and to show us 
our incredible benefits as believers. 
     In ancient times when a ship sailed into a harbor it was always in danger of crashing on the rocks. Even lighting a single light 
would not provide the clear-cut direction needed by the sailors. A single light could provide a location for the harbor but it could not 
provide the means of navigation. But in time they realized that if they used more than one fire they could create a means for the ship 
to not only locate the harbor but also provide the straight line for sailing into the harbor free from the danger of the reefs and rocks. 
All the captain of the vessel had to do was align the fires so they looked like one. When both fires were aligned as one there was no 
danger. We have the Word of God, the life of Jesus, and the finished work of the cross. When all of these align we will arrive safe in 
the harbor!  
     (This article is based on the new series by Dr. Jim Richards entitled Jesus: My Everything! In this enlightening and empowering 
series Dr. Richards examines the life of Jesus to understand what He modeled as a man filled with the Spirit of grace. You will dis-

cover new insights of what we have, what we can do, and what we can expect based on the life that Jesus modeled.) 
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Jesus: My Everything! (con’t) 

...because I am in Christ 
I share in His inheritance, I 
share in His calling, I share in 
all of His victories, and I share 
in His resurrection triumphing 
over death, Hell, sin, the grave, 
and the devil! As He is so am I! 
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Religion, tradition, culture, and preconceived ideas had so distorted what truth would really look like that God had to 
take drastic steps. When religion put truth into practice it wasn’t freeing; it was controlling and brought death. Man-
kind needed a clear-cut model, a perfect example of what it would look like to put truth into practice. 
 
We needed to see how to get people healed, how to overcome sin, how to work miracles. We needed to see someone 
we could trust put this into practice; therefore, God made the Word to become flesh by sending His Son, in the like-
ness of human flesh, with all the same struggles and limitations of everyday man.  Man needed a model but it had to 
be someone just like them. So, Jesus emptied Himself and became a man. We had the opportunity to see exactly 
what it would look like if God were living out the very truths He gave us to live by. 
 
In this life-changing, paradigm-shifting series you’ll discover new insights and answer nagging questions, but mostly 
you’ll see how life really can work. 

 If I am under grace what should it look like? 
 Why did Jesus have to become a man? 
 What is the secret to the fullness of God? 
 What does it really look like to die to self? 
 How do I really overcome temptation? 
 Why did Jesus have such a clear sense of authority? 
 Can I operate in the same authority as Jesus? 
 What’s the difference between the authority of man and the authority of the believer? 
 How do I tell people the truth in love? 

By the end of this series you will see Jesus in a light as never before. He really will become your everything. He will 
be the first and last place you look to answer your questions about how to live this life in the promises and power of 
God! 
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Dear Dr. Jim Richards,  

When I write to you I do it with joy! 

I started to listen to your teaching a couple of 
months ago and I’m sure that God led me to 
your ministry. My wife and I are right now do-
ing the Heart Physics and this part is very new for us as believers, but it’s a great blessing. I’m also reading Wired 
for Success right now. 

In my 37 years as a follower of Jesus I’ve never heard teaching like this. It’s so powerful and life-
changing. I’ve sent out information to many of my friends [at least 200] about your ministry. Yes-
terday I met with a person who is doing missions in Albania He received a letter from me about 
Heart Physics and he wanted to meet me yesterday. He liked it very much. As you can see and 
understand we are already changing the world by telling people where they can get the right kind 
of teaching. 

More than 7 years ago I went through a very difficult divorce that almost killed me and the business that I’m doing. The church that 
I was a member of called me and suggested I leave the church, so right now I’m not a member of any church.   

I met a woman and we married. I led her to Christ and now she is a very devoted follower of Jesus. She has helped me a lot in many 
difficult situations. In my previous marriage I had four children who are grown up now. One of them recently received Jesus as Lord 
and Savior. He is going to a Bible School soon. 

When I listen to your teaching I can see how important it is to have a right picture of God as a loving Father. You really have the gift 
of presenting God in a right way.   

My wife and I want to sow seed into this blessed ministry and we believe that when we sow here we sow into a very good soil that 
will produce a lot of good fruit!   ~CS~ 

I ordered Essential Heart Physics .  Before I started the program my left ankle would swell as the day went by and I had 
several nose bleeds during the day. Since I have completed week one my left ankle no longer swells as the day goes by and 
the nose bleeds have stopped. ~CS~ 

‘Love Jim Richards! Heart Physics is rocking my and my husband's life!!  ~MB~ 

I’m so excited now about the [FREE] Foundations of Faith class!  I have such a clear understanding of why I be-
lieve the  way I do, but I’m so unable to put it into words.  [The free class]  was so well structured and put into a for-
mat I could understand and identify with. I’m taking my daughter through it now, as well.  This is absolutely the 
best!!!  Thank you so much!  ~TL~ 

I LOVE YOUR SIMPLICITY IN TEACHING LIFE‐CHANGING  MESSAGES! THANK YOU!   ~TB~ 

WORLD CHANGERS WEEKEND 2012 
Praise God for your willingness to offer a conference of this caliber and depth, and to create the safe space of grace to hold the 
contents. The conference was amazing! In my many years of attending marriage conferences, retreats, and seminars, never have 
I experienced the transparency and vulnerability that was reflected in the conference this past weekend. There was an untaint-
ed sacredness to much of the material shared, a real-life offering of seeing through God's lenses.  The compassionate presence of 
God was overflowing. Is this what it means to love well from the heart? The speakers were excellent and to hear each one 
of  their stories was a gift. I thought about taking off my shoes in respect, as I was on holy ground. Am I on a spiritual high? 
Perhaps!   ~ABL~ 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 

         In recent months the question has come up over and over again, 
“How do I pray for the lost?” This is a very legitimate question for any 
believer who has loved ones that do not know the Lord. How we should 
pray can be very confusing and, the truth is, most of what we have been 
told about intercession has not really come from the Scriptures but out of 
ideals and religious interpretations of Scripture. What is most confusing is 
the fact that the majority of teaching about intercession has come from 
the Old Covenant and has totally ignored the finished work of Jesus. 
     I am not claiming to be an authority on interceding for the lost. All I 
can share is what I understand from the Scriptures and what I have expe-
rienced in my own life. I have discovered that prayer, like many things, is 
based on a combination of the Word of God and how I function as an individual. We can always trust that God will give us wisdom (the 
ability to apply truth in a practical way) for any situation. This means that while the truth remains absolutely the same, how I need to apply 
the truth in my setting may be somewhat different from how you would apply it in your setting. 
     Most of what we have been taught about praying for the lost has been about binding the devil, commanding that the unbeliever’s eyes be 
opened, or asking God to speak to their heart. It is my understanding of the Scriptures that God loves the lost and that His Holy Spirit is 
continually attempting to speak to their heart. Therefore, it doesn't seem reasonable that I have to ask God to do what the Scriptures indicate 
He is already doing. God loves the lost more than I do. He has already sent Jesus to pay for their sins so I think I can trust God to do his 
part. 
     I don't see any basis that binding the devil from the unbeliever has any real effect on their life or decisions. The world is under the influ-
ence of the prince of the power of the air simply because of what they believe or don't believe. So it takes a change in their beliefs before 
their eyes can actually be open, which means someone needs to tell them the truth. So it seems the greatest thing lacking in the life of an 
unbeliever is the knowledge of the truth about God's incredible love for them. 
     We must remember that most of what the Church has told the lost about God is not true. They have been told that God would only love 
them if they get saved. They have been told that God is the one doing all the horrible things in their life in an attempt to bring them to salva-
tion. This creates a scenario where it's pretty much impossible for them to believe in the love of God. The Bible says in Romans that it is the 
goodness of God that brings people to repentance. (Rom. 2:4) The apostle Paul said that faith works by love. (Gal. 5:6) Therefore, if we 
want them to trust God and come to the place of repentance they need to know how good God is and how much He loves them; then their 
eyes are open to the truth about God!    
     I have been fortunate in seeing very positive results in praying for the lost. Again, I am not saying that the way I do it is the only way; I 
am just saying that I have discovered what works for me and my situations. 
     My praying for the lost begins with the confidence that God loves them. I know that their sins have already been paid for; therefore, 
there are no difficult cases. No matter how bad or how mild someone's sins may be, they have all been paid for by the Lord Jesus Christ. 
They just need to know the truth! 
     Therefore, I attempt to follow the model set forth in the Book of Acts, the one place that we have a model of praying for the lost. This 
took place after Peter and John were arrested for working the miracle on the cripple at the gate. When they were told not to preach in the 
name of Jesus and were threatened with punishment they reported back to the believers. The believers quoted some Scripture, but basically 
their prayer was: Grant to Your servants that with all boldness they may speak Your word, by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that 
signs and wonders may be done through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus."  And when they had prayed, the place where they were as-
sembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness. (Acts 4:29-31) 
     Their prayers were not for the lost as much as their prayers were for themselves. They prayed for boldness to share the name of Jesus and 
confidence that God would stretch forth His hands with signs and wonders. They understood that the lost needed to hear the Gospel before 
their eyes could be open to it. 
     In praying for the lost I always begin from the perspective that I want the opportunity to witness to them. I want the opportunity to share 
the Gospel with them; therefore, I am the one who needs boldness. If God leads me to pray differently I will! 
     Another thing I pray for is the confidence and capacity to hear and follow the Holy Spirit as He leads me in how to minister to the lost. 
For each of my family members that were saved there were completely different events that took place. In praying for my mom to be saved 
one of the biggest factors was I needed to get with her apart from my stepfather; so, I prayed for the right opportunities. And at a time when 
I felt impressed that I should visit her I found her alone out from under his control and scrutiny. Sitting there in her living room I shared the 
Gospel with her and she gave her life to Jesus. 
     When ministering to other family members there have been times I felt led to do specific things. In each of those situations God created 
unique opportunities for me to minister to them, but this did mean that I had to be sensitive to how the Holy Spirit was leading. For exam-
ple, I was praying for my brother one night and the Holy Spirit spoke to me to leave my apartment and walk to a certain part of town. Trust 
me; I did not really want to go walking that night in the sprinkling rain. As I walked down the road I was impressed to turn left on particular 
road, then turn right on another particular road, and then go straight. I had no idea what was going to happen. As I walked down the final 
stretch of road my brother actually came driving down the road and stopped to pick me up. 

Praying for the Lost 
 and Getting Results 

By Jim Richards 
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     When I got in the car he asked me what I was doing walking in that part of the city in the rain. I told him I had been praying for him and 
that God showed me that he was with a group of people and they were considering doing some drugs. At that point in time he was attempt-
ing to stay clean, but in a “mini-vision” I saw that he was struggling with the temptation. In my heart I saw him get up and leave the room 
and the Holy Spirit led me to walk down this particular street. From that I was able to share with him about God's incredible love for him 
and how He was working in every way possible to bring him to the knowledge of salvation. My brother did not get saved at that point in 
time, but after years of sharing the Gospel with him he eventually came to know the Lord. 
     I was invited to my hometown to speak for The Full Gospel Businessmen’s Association. They said it was one of the best attended Full 
Gospel Businessmen's meetings in that city. I assumed it was because my father was well known in that town and had a very bad reputation. 
My father had been a bootlegger, a bar operator, and was known for running whorehouses. 
     Before the meeting I was in the back room praying and I began to pray for my father. I asked the Holy Spirit to touch his heart and re-
mind him that I will be here tonight. Stir him up to come to these meetings. Although the Holy Spirit would not violate His will, I knew He 
would respond to my prayer. As I was praying for my dad I imagined what it would look like if he walked into the room during this meet-
ing. I pictured him sitting in the congregation as we worshipped. I imagined what it would be like to invite him to the front and introduce 
him to the congregation. 
     In this picture I was creating in my own mind I turned to him and said, “How would you like for us to pray for you?” At this point of 
creating this “mini-vision,” I realized that the Holy Spirit was taking over and leading me to a whole new level of experience. In my heart I 
saw my dad say, “Son, I want you to pray for my sins to be forgiven.” As I observed this whole experience in my heart I said, “Dad, Jesus 
has already died for your sins to be forgiven,” and I led him to Jesus. 
     Soon the auditorium was full and I walked up to the platform to lead worship. In a few minutes I saw my father and one of my uncles 
come into the room. The way they were dressed and the fact that my uncle had alcohol poisoning so badly that his head was swollen to unu-
sual proportions was actually somewhat embarrassing, but I pushed past those negative feelings and invited my dad to the platform to be 
introduced to the congregation. 
     When he stepped onto the platform I just followed what I had already seen in my heart. I said, “I want to pray for you. What would you 
like for us to pray for you?” Just as I had seen in my heart he said, “Son, pray that my sins be forgiven.” I simply followed what I had al-
ready seen in my heart and I led him to Jesus, standing there before those people. Even though he struggled with peace and confidence be-
cause of the life that he lived, the rest of his days he had the assurance that he actually was born again and his sins were forgiven. 
     My stepfather was another interesting case. He was one of the most violent men I've ever known. Growing up we all lived in fear of our 
lives. He was extremely violent toward my mother. He was so volatile most of his life that it was very difficult to share Jesus with him. 
Toward the end of his life he became addicted to amphetamines which made him that much more difficult to minister to. His paranoia from 
the drugs made him feel that he was always being attacked or criticized. 
     After my mother got saved she was fully committed to living with him until he came to know the Lord. I could not imagine her making 
such a sacrifice, but she did. I remember her telling me through tears and sorrow, "If I don't stay with him until he gets saved no one will 
ever love him enough to help him. No one would tolerate him because he is so mean." 
     I can't really explain this from a theological perspective, but in my heart I determined that my mother would not waste her life on this 
man; therefore, when I prayed for him I would declare, “You will not die without Jesus. I will not let you die.” One reason I prayed this way 
was because his life was often in danger as a result of his violent lifestyle. 
     After struggling with years of prostate cancer that had metastasized and spread throughout his     body, we were called to the hospital. He 
was in a coma and would not live much longer. I remember feeling this deep “holy” anger. In my heart I said, “You cannot die without Je-
sus. I will not let my mother’s sacrifice be a waste.” 
     I went to my stepdad’s room alone. Although he was in a coma I began to talk to him as if he were awake. Finally, he actually came out 
of the coma. I prayed with him and he invited Jesus into his life and asked for forgiveness. It was an incredible moment, but I knew that no 
one would believe it happened if told them and I wanted my mother to have peace in her heart that would only come from knowing that he 
really did get saved. 
     As I stood over his bed I prayed, “Father, I pray that he will live for two weeks and I pray that for the next two weeks he will tell every-
one about his salvation experience. I pray that my mother and his family will have the peace of knowing that he really did give his life to 
Jesus.” For the next two weeks every time my stepfather regained consciousness he would say, “I really did it! I really did give my life to 
Jesus!”  For two weeks my mother found comfort that this man for whom she had laid down her life really did know Jesus. 
     These situations came about because I prepared myself for the opportunity to minister. I prayed for boldness and I listened to the Holy 
Spirit. I followed His leading as much as I understood what they were. 
     Another thing that I think is incredibly important for reaching the lost is to treat them just like Jesus would treat them. We need to show 
them the love of God. We need to show them the life of God. They need to see us living a godly life - not a perfect life, but a godly life. We 
will be the Bible they will read to determine if they believe that Jesus really can change a life. If they do not see a change in our life they 
will never believe that Jesus can change their life. 
     Praying for the lost is one of those places where I feel that praying in other tongues is incredibly important. I don't know how to pray for 
these people as I should, so any time I feel a burden for the lost I pray for them as much as I know how. I pray for them as the Holy Spirit is 
leading me. But I also pray over them in other tongues, trusting that the Holy Spirit will lead me into perfect intercession for them. 

1. Always pray for personal boldness. 
2. Speak the blessings of God over them as you feel led. 
3. Pray for them in other tongues and trust the Holy Spirit to give you perfect intercession. 
4. Live a life before them that gives them confidence that God can change their life, too. 
5. Pray for wisdom, and then follow the direction of the Holy Spirit. 

Praying for the Lost  and Getting Results  (con’t) 
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LIMITED TIME SPECIAL! 
 

We Still Kiss Book—ONLY $10 each! 
 

Hurry! Offer Expires August 30, 2012 

 

Give Your Spouse  
the PERFECT GIFT! 

Learn how to STAY IN LOVE! 

LOVE, ROMANCE, PASSION – 
WE ALL WANT IT AND SPEND OUR LIVES SEARCHING 

FOR IT, BUT FEW OF US ACTUALLY FIND IT. 

We want to find that special someone – the “look” in their 
eyes, that special touch, the sensation of butterflies in our stom-
achs when they walk into the room – and we wish those feel-
ings could be there for life. They can! 
 
Finally, a non-nonsense book about finding love, developing 
love, growing in love, and recovering lost love. Whether you 
are newly engaged, happily married and seeking to go to the 
next level, or trying to recover a lost relationship, this book is 
for you. There are none of the tired old clichés here, no more 
idealistic formulas; this is a book of proven life principles that 
will open the secrets of lasting love and endless romance to 
you. 
 
Every day couples go to counselors, do all the right things, and 
take all the right steps, but their hearts are never changed. The 
emptiness is excruciating. The loneliness is devastating. You 
weren’t looking for a formula, you wanted real love. You really 
can feel the passion that you never thought possible. You can 
discover the godly secrets to intimacy. You can turn your rela-
tionship into Utopia. 
 
Don’t settle for a life of just existing together. Don’t accept any-
thing less than an exciting relationship of passion and romance. Reach out, take the hand of the one you love, 
and journey together with Dr. Jim Richards as you discover a fresh new look at marriage, relationships, ro-
mance, passion, and love – yes, incredible, consuming love. 

UNSELFISH, FORGIVING, HONEST, HOPELESSLY ROMANTIC…LOVE 

Special Price!  
Only $10 each! 
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